
 

 

Tim Hunter has done it twice in a row: 
awarded 2025 NZSA Business Journalist 
of the Year 
December 1st 2025 

 

For the second year running, Tim Hunter, of NBR, has taken out the 2025 NZSA Business 

Journalist of the Year, amongst a strong field of entrants spanning New Zealand media 

organisations. It is the fourth time Hunter has won the Award in the eight years of its 

existence. 

Proudly hosted by the New Zealand Shareholders’ Association (NZSA) and generously 

supported by Simplicity, National Business Review (NBR) and NZX Limited, the awards 

showcase the best of New Zealand Business Journalism. Prizes were awarded in four 

categories, with additional awards for the Emerging Business Journalist of the Year (Alice 

Peacock, Newsroom) and the overall New Zealand Business Journalist of the Year (Tim 

Hunter, NBR). 

While the judges noted Hunter’s forensic approach to his work underpinning his successive 

Awards, Hunter noted that “the ability to be independent” was the most powerful factor in 

creating a great story.  

Alice Peacock noted that she “learned much during her experience working overseas that 

was directly applicable to the work I do at Newsroom.” 



For the first time, an Award was made for a new category, Business Broadcasting. The 

inaugural category winner was Jonathan Milne of Newsroom for his presentation of a long 

investigation into New Zealander Chris Ashenden and his international supplement business, 

AG1. 

“Good journalism requires investment,” says Milne. “We received support from the Brian 

Gaynor initiative [a source of funding for key journalistic projects] that let us chase this story 

from the cold depths of Invercargill to Columbia.” 

The 2025 Awards are the eighth edition of the NZ Business Journalism Awards hosted by 

NZSA. In his comments, NZ Shareholders’ Association (NZSA) Chief Executive noted that for 

journalists, “…vested interests shouldn’t matter. Your roles serve the public interest, thriving 

on independence and evidence to create credibility in your work. This is a familiar role to 

the NZ Shareholders’ Association perspective, sounds very familiar.” 

 

Finalists and Winners  
Business News 

• Jenée Tibshraeny, NZ Herald WINNER 
The real story on Adrian Orr's resignation 

• Ian Llewellyn, BusinessDesk 
Māui gas field at end of life, timing TBD 

• Nona Pelletier, RNZ National 
Year to Quantum aka Y2Q 

 

Business Commentary  

• Nicholas Pointon, National Business Review WINNER 
The ‘bemusing’ world of patsy directors 

• Tim Hunter, National Business Review WINNER 
The would-be NZME emperor has no clothes 

• Pattrick Smellie, BusinessDesk 
A rare glimpse into NZ sharemarket manipulation 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Fbusiness%2Feconomy%2Ftexts-reveal-nicola-willis-was-warned-she-might-be-asked-to-sack-adrian-orr-as-reserve-bank-governor%2FI3DOSSWY3ZCJFBS22ZCOWUXOPQ%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378988356%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KoMxQ41q5WBPblY%2FTWixqdW86SBE5afwioXIPoRWkTw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessdesk.co.nz%2Farticle%2Feditors-picks%2Fmaui-gas-field-at-end-of-life-timing-tbd&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379003138%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=di7EKxEuRLnLJnx%2BPHwZUt6j29SbhvgO8RrLZZzLQcU%3D&reserved=0
https://nzshareholders.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EUpSnt76rB9Gh-GUUGlRT1IBpWgVkDwObPMQjQGRKVcdkw?e=xHumCR&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8dGVyZXNhQG56c2hhcmVob2xkZXJzLmNvLm56fDY2MGJlMWFhZjExYzQ4OTMyZTczMDhkZTJkNTg4M2FlfDIzM2E0NjZhOGJmYTRlOWJiNDQ4OGM0NzdhOWMyNGQ5fDB8MHw2Mzg5OTgwNTUzNzkwMTgxMTd8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=dlFaOFBtNUJvcWV5R1VCaEtIWEdvbmdVUXFKMFVEanF4QUlKWldIYnlZbz0%3d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbr.co.nz%2Fshoeshine%2Fthe-bemusing-world-of-patsy-directors%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378943528%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hVygVpM2vwIfFA%2F%2BklKjyVpb10UUdZUwabeFXz0DHsU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbr.co.nz%2Fhunters-corner%2Fthe-would-be-nzme-emperor-has-no-clothes%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378958824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r3ZiIUoflkDdvFfalnqCW5W%2BDEPkeGkYYjxmSRGuaHo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbr.co.nz%2Fhunters-corner%2Fthe-would-be-nzme-emperor-has-no-clothes%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378958824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r3ZiIUoflkDdvFfalnqCW5W%2BDEPkeGkYYjxmSRGuaHo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbr.co.nz%2Fhunters-corner%2Fthe-would-be-nzme-emperor-has-no-clothes%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378958824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r3ZiIUoflkDdvFfalnqCW5W%2BDEPkeGkYYjxmSRGuaHo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessdesk.co.nz%2Farticle%2Fmarkets%2Fthe-case-for-an-nzx-short-selling-register&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055378973801%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c9NQtm321bGVnb4b4u6CukR4%2Bi%2F7KkuPIGjErh7spbI%3D&reserved=0


Business Features 

• Tim Hunter, National Business Review WINNER 
The dangerous dreams of John Denize 

• Andrew Bevin, Newsroom 
Bloody terror at sea sparks call for camera reform 

• Nicholas Jones, Stuff 
Aged care investigation: Blind and deaf 98-year-old died in isolation 

• Gregor Thompson, BusinessDesk 
Harvey Norman 

 

Business Broadcasting 

• Jonathan Milne, Newsroom WINNER 
Powder Keg 

• Garth Bray, NZ Herald 
The Du Val Story 

• Frances Cook, Making Cents 
The Making Cents podcast: How to find a financial adviser you can trust 

 

Young Business Journalist: 

Alice Peacock, Newsroom 

 

Business Journalist of the Year Award 

Tim Hunter, National Business Review 

 

Judges 
Three independent judges, Dr. James Hollings, Gyles Beckford and Jenni McManus, 

volunteered their journalism and business expertise to read and assess around 90 entries. 

 

Dr. James Hollings 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbr.co.nz%2Fbusiness%2Fthe-dangerous-dreams-of-john-denize%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379071082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dtbK9mv%2BFSPo2W0QJfXpWh5OKzeU4EyXeNNMEmB6fm8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsroom.co.nz%2F2025%2F07%2F21%2Fbloody-terror-at-sea-sparks-call-for-camera-reform%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379086265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YD7YdfuKUPQTWjKgzGC7RoACUrama8f3gGOm5pJvNOM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stuff.co.nz%2Fnz-news%2F360728978%2Faged-care-investigation-blind-and-deaf-98-year-old-died-isolation&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379101098%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iOF67ejKjXJxPXFvFBFpQT0iHzqM%2Fpr4e%2FYDTAxYvtw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessdesk.co.nz%2Farticle%2Fretail%2Fex-contractors-reveal-harvey-norman-business-model-pressures&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379115705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oHmUTeoZryIDSyigui2u7fV%2BJgoadWLG1Q4nyQb8Hxg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessdesk.co.nz%2Farticle%2Fretail%2Fex-contractors-reveal-harvey-norman-business-model-pressures&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379115705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oHmUTeoZryIDSyigui2u7fV%2BJgoadWLG1Q4nyQb8Hxg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusinessdesk.co.nz%2Farticle%2Fretail%2Fex-contractors-reveal-harvey-norman-business-model-pressures&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379115705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oHmUTeoZryIDSyigui2u7fV%2BJgoadWLG1Q4nyQb8Hxg%3D&reserved=0
https://nzshareholders.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EajeyLEPfNRKuNt5C19GQ8YBIQ9442PBPD5_9xqT5-aKRg?e=RMlM1u&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8dGVyZXNhQG56c2hhcmVob2xkZXJzLmNvLm56fDY2MGJlMWFhZjExYzQ4OTMyZTczMDhkZTJkNTg4M2FlfDIzM2E0NjZhOGJmYTRlOWJiNDQ4OGM0NzdhOWMyNGQ5fDB8MHw2Mzg5OTgwNTUzNzkwMjgxNzF8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=NXg4czVYQVFqRHI3QjhRL0E3YlVuMXBTcENkdFdWUU9SMlRrMm44SFlHUT0%3d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DD_bU03hZVCc&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379037952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fj2RzhcQAYoXGbrszTf6bps%2BV6ARBCRMNfJI7Xy1ExI%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fepisode%2F4TD9weyuHLWSXmDT9oGopq&data=05%7C02%7Cteresa%40nzshareholders.co.nz%7C660be1aaf11c48932e7308de2d5883ae%7C233a466a8bfa4e9bb4488c477a9c24d9%7C0%7C0%7C638998055379052655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4WcFQHYkIljAhC6AIO8wFbAg7Fiom5DZuOcA30MnfNY%3D&reserved=0


Dr James Hollings researches and teaches journalism at Massey University. Drawing on 18 

years as a full-time professional journalist, his main research interests are around journalism 

practice, especially investigative journalism, with a special interest in journalism psychology. 

He is also on the board or involved in governance of various journalism-related bodies, such 

as the NZ Centre for Investigative Journalism, and has advised on journalism-related issues 

to various corporate and government bodies, such as the NZ Law Commission. 

His teaches the Master of Journalism course and an undergraduate course in Investigative 

Journalism. Having produced two film documentaries, he also has a specialty in long-form 

non-fiction content. 

 

Gyles Beckford 

Gyles has been a journalist for more than 35 years, including stints with provincial 

newspapers, a ministerial press secretary, a long stint as local bureau chief for Reuters news 

agency. He has over 20 years reporting on everything business, investment, economics and 

commerce. 

He has worked with Radio New Zealand, presented on Morning Report, participated in the 

RNZ-Newsroom “Two Cents Worth” podcast, and sis member of the combined RNZ-TVNZ 

unit that reported on the Panama Papers. 

 

Jenni McManus 

Jenni has nearly 40 years’ experience as a financial journalist, editor and newspaper owner. 

In 1991, she and the late Warren Berryman founded The Independent Business Weekly, an 

award-winning publication with a strong focus on investigative journalism. She is a winner of 

more than 21 journalism awards, including the Citibank award and Senior Reporter of the 

Year at the 1997 Qantas awards. She has ghost-written two books, In the Arena (with Diane 

Foreman) and A Woman’s Place (with Joan Withers) and taught the ATI journalism course 

from 1983-1986. She is currently the editor of LawNews, a stand-alone website published by 

the Auckland District Law Society, and does some freelance work. 

 



Photos 
Event photos will be available soon on NZSA’s website. An initial selection of images is 

available at this link. 

 

Looking ahead to 2026 
The 2026 Business Journalism Awards will be back in full force in November 2026. Entries 

are expected to close in early September 2026, for works between October 1st 2025 and 

August 31st 2026. 

 

About NZ Shareholders Association 
Since its formation in 2001, the NZSA mission is to represent, promote and protect the 

interests of investors in shares and other investment products.  We aim to promote and 

encourage an active, efficient, fair and transparent market for raising capital, trading shares 

and other investment products. 

For further information or comment, please contact Oliver Mander (CEO) on 021 190-5343 

or at ceo@nzshareholders.co.nz. 

 

https://nzshareholders.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/EkV0vnSpK01IkS0e_F7XOKMBEwq9LKXKkrduNbLKzt8Fiw?e=HBTGs6
mailto:ceo@nzshareholders.co.nz

